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four men. The African infantry was in sixteen ranks, as
usual; the Spaniards and Gauls were reduced to ten ranks.
He had in all some thirty-two thousand infantry in line, that
is, his total foot was forty thousand, and he had left eight
thousand in camp.

Hannibal had been obliged to make his centre thin to
cover the ground he was to occupy, but he had seething in
his brain a manoeuvre from which he proposed to snatch
an advantage from this very weakness, even though the Ko-
mans had made their own centre heavier. He had no diffi-
culty in predicating the general position of the Eoman
troops in line, and he had no doubt matured his manoeuvre,
and impressed it on his lieutenants. Hannibal commanded
the centre in person, with dashing Mago to help him; Hanno
had charge of the right 5- and, as we have seen, Hasdrubal
commanded the cavalry on the left. It could not be in bet-
ter hands. Maharbal is stated by Livy to have been on the
right. Likely enough the difficult problem of the Numid-
ians was committed to his charge.

In making his left-wing cavalry strong, Hannibal had in
mind the fear that Varro might again mix foot with his
horse upon the right and that he might need a solid body to
defeat this mixed array. He had no doubt that Hasdrubal
with his eight thousand men would beat the Eoman horse,
however sustained, and if necessary be able to go to the aid
of his own right, where but two thousand Numidians were
placed. These were to play a skirmishing game, to which
their temperament and tactics were peculiarly suited. The
cavalry problem settled, came the question of infantry.
Hannibal was as familiar with the tactics of Marathon as
any man alive ; and he had at the Trebia seen how the Ro-
man centre had pierced his own and escaped the general
slaughter. Acting on both ideas, Hannibal proposed to ad'of what
